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Ji? the young Moralist 

■If while thy little bark rides on the n,» 
of tins world, rough florins, and contra ! 
blafts alarm thy fears, yet remember the royal 
lsihort, and the danger will foon be over ■ I 
though the Ikies may darken, and the lower, 
ing afpeft of the heavens terrify and furprize 
thee, yet be allured that brighter fcenes will 
foonchear thy fight, and more ferene p r0 - 
fpefts ravilh and delight my foul : though 
may roar, and billows 


the waves 


appear 


as mountains, yet winds, ftorms, confuhons 
and diforders, nay even death itfelf, ffiallali 
confpire to waft thee to the empyrean Ihore. 
Let the conftderation of the uncertainty of 
life be a continual memento of thy fluctu- 
ating condition ; acquaint thyfelf with the 
monuments of death, and contract a familia- 
rity with the king of terrors. Remember the 
omnifcient eye of heaven obferves all thy 
aCtions, and let not death furprize thee in an 
unguarded hour. Accumulate not unnecef- 
fary riches to thyfelf, neither be thou cove- 
tous of large pofteffions. Let thy requeft to 
heaven be that of Agur ; ‘ Give me neither 
poverty nor riches' Delivered from the diffi- 
culties and hardfhips of the one, and unem- 
barraffed with the incumbrances and per- 
plexites of the other, thou wilt live in com- 
fort and fatisfa&ion, and thy days will glide 
on in a pleaftng ferenity. Never imagine 
temporal things to be permanent, let thine 
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the wheels of 
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and changes, fudden as the 


own mi 

unexpected 

whirlwind's of the defart, deftroy all thy 
pleafmg hopes of a long continued fucceffion 
Pr delMts. Place not, therefore, thy felicity 
on fleeting objefts, nor ftretch out thine 


of del^hts.K^Aot, therefore, thy felicity 
lg objefts, nor ftretch out thine 
hands to grafp at fhadows. Build not^ thy 
i oy s on an serial foundation, nor place thme 
hopes on the phantoms of a waking dream. 
Prepare for misfortunes, and keep thyfelfal- 
ways ready to war with adverfity. Ev^ry thing 
in nature may be juftly confidered as an in- 
ftruClive leffon of our worthy mortality. Life 
has its fpring, its fummer, its autumn, and 
its winter. Many find a paffage from the firft 
to the grave ; but thofe who furvive both the 
fummer and the autumn, muft inevitably fall 
beneath the chilling blafts of winter ; and the 
frozen hand of death will open for them the 
dreary portals of the tomb. Remember, my 
fon, we are bound on a voyage to eternity, 
and that the paffage is difficult and full of 
dangers ; let us, therefore, be remarkably 
careful, left the current of ptofperity fhould 
carry out little barks into the eddies of plea- 
lure, and they be fwallowed up by the whirl- 
pods of v i ce , or beaten to pieces on the rocks 
of defpair. The merchant, animated with 
the hopes of riches, traverfes the burning 
lands of the Arabian Waftes, to fetch the 
^ choice 




